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Joint Select Committee" 

Dear Members, 

My name is Peter Lawson,! live in Gidgegannup just a little Nor-east of Midland ,, I own a larger than standard Property at 3.1 h 

I am retired and I am concerned with a number of areas with local government that apply to me and my property. 
I am frustrated by a lack of transparency and inconsistencies in the application of so many rules and the continual increase in rates 
that have compounded in increases FAR above inflation over the past decades,, 

The following submission I make to bring to your attention :: 

1) THE city council do not represent the rate payers of the shire ,,, There is little evidence of communication ,, public consultation 
in the decision making ... 
A recent example IS, The shire splitting up the public space/ OVAL in the heart of midland, 

( against the wishes of the public) 

2) Compounding of rates above the inflation rate and not linked to property values when they drop .. 

3) rates should not be valued on the Gross Rental Value " ( it is highly unlikely that most people don't and have no intention of 
getting a rent) 
A flat rate of rates should be applied to all properties 

4) The model used by the council is a business model and as such is used to make a profit , Council have no interest in managing 
a budget that is based on what the people can afford ... 

5) Council continue to build empires and creating positions that add no value to the community 
( ever increasing size and ever increasing work force ,which is not needed ) 

6) Concern with a lack of consistency in appllication of rules, in particular relating to my property ( and everyone else's ) 
where I have to require a permit to erect anything on my property ,from a small shed to chook pens and fences 
where as if you are a horse owner you can erect a shed in the middle of a paddock and call it a horse shad and you don't need a 
permit 
( brought in some years ago by horse owning councilers no dout ) 

Permits appear to be nothing more than a money making scam and there is no need for most of the permits in the first place .. 

7) If I have a tree that posses a risk to people and /or property I am also expected to apply for aq Permit and pay for such a 
permit,,, 
while waiting for approval .carry the libility of that risk 
this is unacceptable and COULD put lives or property at risk .... 

In closing , THE shires and CITY's are supposed to be working for THE PEOPLE at this stage that is far from the truth 

REGARDS ,,,PETER LAWSON 
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